
 

 

Candidates for AP Studio (Art) Summer Assignment  

Students – thanks for your interest- I’m looking forward to a great year for AP Art- You have 3 options: 
Drawing, 2D, and 3D.  Do not worry if you are unclear about which category you need to be in, we will 
be able to decide in the Fall. Please read the following and do your best!  
 
Sketchbook- Please purchase a sketchbook and begin using it to capture your ideas, random thoughts, 
inspirations. A hardbound sketchbook is better quality than the spiral bound, but purchase what you are 
comfortable spending. Treat it like a scrapbook- put everything in there!    
 
Portfolio- At the beginning of the year we like to review your portfolio of best images. Begin to assemble 
your best or favorite works in a portfolio that you will feel comfortable showing your classmates.  They 
can be from previous art classes, fun, etc.  -Just show us what you can do.  You do not need to purchase 
an expensive art store portfolio- Just need to be able to transport and protect your work. Use two pieces 
of poster or mat board taped at one edge to make a large folder, or a large piece of cardboard folded in 
half.  We will make our own at the beginning of the school year. If you don’t have a lot of examples, set 
up random still life arrangements to practice your techniques.    
 

While a lot of students have interest in Anime or manga characters, there isn’t a lot of use for 
them in the AP class. Broaden your horizons- look at the classics!   

 
Digital- It is fun, and sooo easy. But it also limits your skill set.  You can create work digitally, but 
you need to be able to work traditionally as well- no excuses.  Pencil, colored pencil, watercolor, 
paint, clay, mixed media…   
 

Art History- While art history isn’t currently a prerequisite for AP Studio, knowledge of the past is 
invaluable. Ms. Colado is planning on offering an art history course in the fall- I highly recommend it.  

 A few artists to look at-  Claude Monet, Edgar Degas, Vincent Van Gogh, Paul Gauguin, Edward Hopper, 
Leonardo DaVinci, Frida Kahlo, Georgia Okeeffe, Salvador Dali, Pablo Picasso, Andrew Wyeth, Jacob 
Lawrence (African American)  SCULPTORS- Daniel Chester French, Auguste Rodin, Paul Manship, Augusta 
Savage (Jacksonville Native, African American Female)  Artistic Movements- Renaissance, Impressionism 
(European or American), Post Impressionism, Art Deco, Art Nouveau, Ashcan School, Harlem 
Renaissance, Op, Pop, Surrealism, Fauvism, Photo Realism.  
  

List Your Favorite Visual Artists- Do you have any favorite visual artists? Can you think of any that are 
recognized in the history books? (Born before 1970). There are some artists doing some very good work 
today (Contemporary Art). Do you have an artist or artists that you like that are alive and working 
today? Make a brief list of those artists.  

Favorite Art Style or Movement- List the style or art movements that you like the most.  If there are any 
that you really don’t care for- list them and why.  
  

Summer Assignment- Create at least 1 still life using traditional media- Pencil, 
charcoal, watercolor, etc. Pick your favorite artist that works traditionally (non 
digital) and create a freehand copy of your favorite work, using the traditional 
medium of your choice. Please work no smaller than 8x10”  



 

 

Explore the AP Central website for loads of great 
information: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses  
 

 

AP Courses and Exams - AP 

Central | College Board 

A list of all current AP courses and exams by 

category. 

apcentral.collegeboard.org 

 
My websites are below if you wanted to do any research about me-  

www.Russwilsonart.com     www.Russwilsonstudios.com   
 

R. Wilson Illustration 

Illustration has always been my passion, as it is truly a collaborative effort between the artist, art 

director, and client. Many thanks to all those Art Directors out there who had the faith to hire me, 

the vision to direct me, and strength to convince the client we were right! 

www.russwilsonstudios.com 

 
 

Russ Wilson Fine Art- Oil paintings, Giclee Prints, coastal art, 

landscapes, marsh scenes, seascapes 

Producing fine art oil paintings, Prints, and Giclees in Jacksonville Beach and Jacksonville Florida. 

Beach Lifestyle, architecture, cottages and bungalows, Marsh scenes, Marsh landscapes, regional 

landscapes, portraiture, downtown skylines. 

www.russwilsonart.com 

 
  
Thanks, and see you in the Fall- Mr. Wilson 
 

WWW.Russw  
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